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VI A4n Account of a Perfon killd by Lightning
at Worceller, communicated in a Letter to the
Publifber, by R.Beard, M, D, R.S. S.

The following Account was given to a Gentleman at the
time the Affair happened ; but not Rnowing whether it
deferv'd your Confideration, Ideferr'd fending it till
you were pleas’d to defire it.

Worcefler, Fune 11, 1724.

‘/‘/’E had laft Night continu’d Lightning in the Ealt
from Eight o’ clock to Twelve ; the Weather
for fome time before having been very fultry, the Wind
at N. E. and the Barometer at fettled Fair. This Mor-
ning the Mercury funk, and the Sky became more
Cloudy and Temperate, except a few hot Gleams ; at
Two in the Afternoon, feveral fierce Showers fell,
attended with Flathes of Lightning and Claps of Thun-
der, that ftill approach'd nearer us : Between Two and
Three, a Flafh came fo violently upon me, fucceeded
fo very quick by a low, unufual, dreadful Sound, that
Iimmediately went to the door, fearing fome Mif-
chief ncar. I was foon call'd to an Officer’s Lady (a-
ged about 18, and breeding) kill'd by itin the adjoyn-
ing Street. I found her yet warm, and that fhe had
furvived the Stroke for 6 or 7 Minutes. TheFire-Marks
they fhew’d me, were Streaks of a Copper-Colour, bran-
ched from the Left Shoulder all-over the Zhorax, and
interfperfed here and there with irregular Spots, which
gave occafion for that Conceit publith'd in our News,
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that carious Plants were drawn on her Bofom, aswith the
fineft Pencil. ‘This fad Accident happend in a Par-
lour-Window next the Street, that could contain about
two Perfons: The Lady, it feems, terrified with the
repeated Lightning and Thunder,” (it having formerly
been fatal to her Brother) defir'd an Officer to change
Places with her, that fhe might be near her Husband ;
but fhe was no fooner feated by his fide, than the in-
clined fide-ways, and fpoke fome Words ; after the was
carried to another Room, fhe faid, the was gone, and
then, that fhe was blind, and ask'd for Wa:er. The
Husband was thrown along, together with the fortu-
nate Gentleman that had juft refign'd his Seat; and a
large Looking-Gla(s was lifted off the Hooks. The
Landlord’s Daughter, at work near the Lady, perceiv'd
fuch an Impulfe on the fide of her Head, that her
Hearing was much impaird, and upon every Peal of
Thunder fince fbeis affelled in like manner,tho not [0 firong-
ly. The Gentlemen complained, that they were ftu-
pified, forced down they did not know why, unlefs it
were,for want of Breath ; and of Pains and Numbnéfs
in their Limbs. They had likewife on different Parts
of their Bodies fuch reddith Wheals as were feen on the
Fair Lady’s Breaft : But thefe Symptoms vanifhed the
next Day. The other two Perfons at the further End
of the Room were untouch'd’; they were all fenfible
of a fulphurous Smell. The Pane of Glafs exad@ly
behind the Lady's Walt, was perforated by a round
Hole of an Inch and half Diameter, as if done with a
Diamand, or rather a Wind-Gun ; but nowhere there-
sbouts could I difcern the lealt Traces of Fire, or
Heat, nor on the Lady’s Clothes (having no Stayes
on) the Signs of any Violence. On a more nice Ex-
amination of the Body, in the Prefence of the Friends,
that Evening, I difcovered on the left Loin, taking in
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part of the Spine of the Os Zlium, which was
fomewhat {woln, a deep Contufion of the fame Di-
menfion with the Breach in the Glafs: The Skin was
neither indurated, nor piercd: The ‘Blood in the Ca-
pillaries all round, but chiefly up the Back, fettled, the
Colour of which was eafily diftinguithed from that of
the Streaks, and the circular Impreffion.

The Phenomenon, that caufed this Misfortune, rofe
from the N.E. firlt. flid off the Gabel-Beam, and the
Bricks on the back part of the next Houfe, filld a lit-
tle Court with Flame and Smoke, then turned a Lead-
en Spout contrary to its former Dire¢tion, mounted o-
ver the Roof, and, cracking a Stack of Chimneys,
dropt down at the Window where the Husband and
Wife {fate. Some credible People that faw it, to their
great Terrour, affure me, that it was a Ball of Fire,
and that it burlt with the loudeft Report they ever
heard, and then with a hiffing Noife, pafsd about a
Yard from the Ground through an adjacent Street, and
rowl'd off to to the S.W. Some Workmen there, and
on a neighbouring Hill, obferved the fame.

In my Opinion, the Mortality of this Blow may be
accounted for from the known Effe@s of imprifond
Air only, when fet at liberty, as the Appearances on
the Skin may, from other active Particles hurried along
with it at the time of the Explofion. The Jmpetus being
fir(t received on the Partsdefcribd, occafioned her Death
to be lefs fudden than ufual in fuch Cafes.

Weorcefter, Fune 4, ¥726.

We have had more Lightning and Thunder the Week
paft, than ever has been known in thatfpace of time :
And what was more extraordinary, the Continuance of
it for 9 or 1o Hours together, with little or no Inter-
muifion, and at fuch a height aboveus. So far has this
been.
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been from doing any great Damaige near us, that
in the Opinion of the Country-Farmers, it had very
good Effe@s. efpecially at the beginning during the
Heat: For the little Infects, that in fome Places
threaten’d the D:ftru&ion of the Hops and fome other
Plants, fell off like Bees by the Steam of a lighted
Match. I know not whether this has been obferv'd
to you before; but I faw fuch remarkable Inftances
of it in certain Situations, that I could not help giv-
ing you this thort Account of it.

I am, &c.

R. Beard.
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